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Boston, Lowell and Worcester, Massachusetts
The African Immigrant Communities of Massachusetts Launched
Massachusetts African Community Response to COVID19 - www.africanbn.org/COVID19
For Immediate Action To Ensure More COVID-19 PPE Resources For Assisted Living and
Home HealthCare African Workers
Today marks the launch of the African Community Response to COVID-19. This campaign is a
collaborative effort by African Community-based groups and individuals to support those working in
Assisted Living and Home Healthcare settings. The African Immigrant Communities of Massachusetts
called for immediate action to provide more COVID-19 PPE Resources for those undertaking care in
Assisted Living and Home Healthcare settings. The African Immigrant Communities of Massachusetts are
one of the largest immigrant communities in Massachusetts who contribute to the healthcare of
Massachusetts’ elderly.
Those Massachusetts seniors who are housebound or living in nursing homes have long been cared for
and loved by the Massachusetts immigrant community. Notwithstanding today’s enormous personal
risk for COVID-19 infection, no care measure is off limits. Bathing, feeding and assisting seniors receiving
their medication or even brushing their teeth are all part of the day-to-day and evening-to- evening
care. The stress and physical toll of this work is substantial and …..just part of the job.
These concerns inspired Members of the African Communities of Massachusetts to host a virtual
gathering focused on the needs of care workers who are not provided PPE and so must risk their own
safety in their continued commitment to senior care. Related concerns raised included the inability to
social distance on public transportation and a lack of access for their own medical care options.
However, the greatest fear expressed by many caregivers is not about their own health, but about the
fear that he or she may inadvertently pass along the virus to a family member or to seniors in their care.
The Community Response includes: (1) the launch of a website and hotline to connect callers to
resources and services for themselves and their families; (2) educational videos and resources of
particular relevance to African and immigrant care providers with a focus on personal/family protection,
workplace protection, post-infection care and support; and (3) advocacy and mobilization for support
and life-saving supplies for impacted direct care workers and their families.
Members of the African Communities of Massachusetts call upon local, state and federal officials to
create immediate pathways of access to PPEs including N95 masks, gloves and testing equipment.
Additionally, to the extent possible, they seek evaluations of the social distance challenges before
further reducing available train and bus services.
“It is unfortunate that immigrant discussions are often missing in public debate. Hopefully, this crisis has
indicated how essential these communities are and how they need government protection at all levels
of society, especially during this crisis.” Wilfred N. Mbah, Councilor, City of Somerville.

Mr. Emmanuel Owusu, Executive Director of African Bridge Network, offered a further comment: “ We
know everyone, but everyone is struggling with preventing this terrible disease, but inaction has
consequences and those living paycheck- to- paycheck do not have the resources to combat this disease
on their own.”
“This unprecedented crisis will come to an end, but more importantly, let us end it with a good note" for
the sake of humanity “ Gordon Halm, Director, African Community Center of Lowell.
“We understand that residents of the Boston area are experiencing a range of mental health issues
related to the crisis which are adding further complication to an already difficult and unsettled period.
The widespread fears and anxieties are affecting individuals and families across the area as they struggle
to cope with the unprecedented changes and adjustments in their lifestyle and daily routines”.
Mohamed Abdullahi, Executive Director, Community Caring Clinic.
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